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WELCOME A CHILD

‘If you eat sweets in church the Vicar tells Jesus!’ thinks Robert, aged 5.
Children have a knack of saying wonderful things. They can be funny,
also surprisingly profound and insightful, such as one little girl called
Susan who says, ‘You must take care of love - if you don’t, it goes bad’. I
wonder if you can remember what it was like to be a child? Most adults
have probably almost forgotten. The fear, joy, wonder, sorrow and intensity of life lived
with great immediacy and fascination. In the Gospels, Jesus places a child in the
middle of his disciples and tells them be like this child - not childish but childlike - and
to welcome that child as they would welcome him.
We all love our children, but many parents in Barnes tell me that the pressures of
modern family life are great. How different from the comparatively care-free
childhoods we knew! Rose-tinted nostalgia aside, there is probably something to this.
The focus on success, achievement and busyness can run the risk of making children
tired, anxious and unhappy.
At St Michael’s, we have been thinking about how we can welcome children, not just
spiritually, but in the whole of their lives, and create a place of rest, nurture and
acceptance. We try to do this through our children’s groups and services such as our
Children’s Mass, toddler group, All Age Service, Sunday School and special events and
services. One parent commented, ‘There is such a range of ages and backgrounds at
St Michael’s, who seem to pull together, just like a family do. It’s like coming home’.
Children matter to us because we believe they matter to God, who finds them worthy
of welcome and blessing. Often they have as much to teach us as we have to teach
them. After all, the Christian faith is one in which the fullness of God is revealed in a
child, born in a manger.

Father Stephen, Vicar
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Celebrate Michaelmas Together
On Sunday 30th September we celebrate the feast of St Michael &
All Angels with two special events. At 10am we have a
celebratory Sung Mass (in which children are invited to come
dressed as angels), followed by sparkling wine and canapes. At
6pm celebrations continue with a festal Choral Evensong, at
which our preacher is the Dean of Westminster, the Very Rev’d
Dr John Hall, followed by a drinks reception. On this special day
let us give thanks together for our wonderful church and parish.

Pre-school Playtime
First Saturday of every month,
11am-12 Noon.
Following the success of our initial
series of playgroup mornings, St
Michael’s will be hosting one a month
until the end of the year. A chance for
parents to bring pre-school children to
play in a relaxed and safe environment,
while the adults enjoy some wellearned coffee, cake and chat! Held in
the side chapel at church, the sessions
are free, but donations are invited for
refreshments. Each session ends with
a story and a song.
(6th Oct, 3rd Nov and
1st Dec)

Harvest Festival
Sunday 7th October 10am
We might not plough our own fields, but all of us have cause to give thanks
for the abundance of the world. So join us for Harvest Festival on Sunday
7th October for a special All-Age Family Service. Please bring harvest
offerings of non-perishable food items to be donated to a local foodbank.
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Barnes Art Fair
Friday 16th – Sunday 18th November
St Michael’s is delighted to announce that we are
hosting the first Barnes Art Fair organised by Barnes
Artists, showcasing work by established local artists.
Most works are for sale. The fair opens with a special
private view on Thursday 15th November. More
information coming soon! Save the date, and in the
meantime check out www.barnesartists.org.

We will remember them
11th November 2018 marks the centenary of the end of World War One, and St
Michael’s is keeping this important occasion with two events. In the morning at
10am we have a Sung Requiem Mass and Act of Remembrance. At 11am, the two
minutes silence will be observed with the laying of wreaths and the playing of the
Last Post and Reveille. At 7.30pm, Dr Peter Reder will deliver a Historical Talk
about the life and times
of Barnes Residents
who died in WWI. The
event will include period
music and images. To
purchase a ticket
(£15pp), please call the
Parish Office.

Making all things new
Church Hall Project Update
Thank you to all who came to our Open Evening back in
April. Over a drink and nibbles, local residents were able to
see the work of a number of firms and projects that could
model or inspire our own. There was a chance to fill out
feedback forms and speak to members of the Parish
Church Council - feedback can be found on the website and
hard copies are available in church. The evening was part of an ongoing process of
consultation and reflection about the project to build a new Hall for the parish. The
information you give us will help us create a new facility that we can all be proud of. Our
vision is of a building that supports and enhances the mission of St Michael’s, and
provide a resource to enrich lives. Our aim is a space that serves a diversity of people,
particularly our existing users, while providing a long-term and high-quality building and
facilities for the future, while being financially sustainable. We are currently working on a
brief and business plan which we will share in the near future. If you’d like to receive
updates about the project please email churchhall@stmichaelbarnes.org
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Who’s Who at St Michael’s
Vicar: Father Stephen Stavrou
vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org
Assistant Priest: The Rev’d Judith Roberts
revjr@blueyonder.co.uk
Churchwardens: Jane Bennett-Powell
020 8563 2226, 0788 7635 957
Andrew Childs
andrew@childsfamily.org
Treasurer: Jacqueline Russell
Contact via Parish Office
Stewardship Officer: Sue Pandit
sue.pandit@blueyonder.co.uk
Parish Administrator: Rachel Skilbeck
admin@stmichaelbarnes.org
Community Centre and Church Hall Bookings: 020 8878 9591
Julie Law
enquiries@stmichaelbarnes.org
Director of Music: Martin Neary
martin@mneary.co.uk
Sunday School Co-ordinator: Harry Hobson
harry.hobson@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Lucy Barnes
lucybarnes1@mac.com
Sacristans: Roger Needham, Sam Turner
Contact via Parish Office
Head Server: Andy Puddifoot
adpuddy@yahoo.co.uk
The Parish Office
c/o St Michael’s Vicarage, 39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 0NX
020 8876 5230 (Office) 020 8878 7589 (Vicarage)
admin@stmmichaelbarnes.org

Regular Services at St Michael’s
Sunday

8.00am Low Mass
9.00am Morning Prayer
10.00am Sung Mass (Sunday School in term time)
11.30am Children’s Mass (except last Sunday of the month)
6.00pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer)
See website and parish calendar online for choral services

/saintmichaelbarnes

Wednesday 12.00pm Angelus and Mass (followed by lunch)
@stmichaelbarnes
Saturday
9.30am Mass
Morning Prayer every day at 9.00am (except Friday)
For enquiries about Baptism, Marriage, Confessions, Funerals etc. please contact the Parish Office.
The church is normally open every day from 8.45am until around dusk.
Take a look at our website: www.stmichaelbarnes.org for more information.
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