
Saint Michael & All Angels, Barnes 

150th Anniversary 
 1867-2017 

‘Celebrating our past, our present and our future’ 

2017 IS AN EXCITING YEAR FOR ST MICHAEL’S, as we celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the foundation of the first worshipping community that 
would later become its own church and parish.  Back in 1866, the then Rector of 
Barnes, the Rev’d Henry Melville, requested assistance to build what he called a 
‘school church’.  It was a building situated on the corner of Cross Street and 
Archway Street which was used as a parish school during the week and a church 
on Sunday evenings, to serve the rapidly expanding population of the area 
known as ‘Westfields’.  Ten years later, a tin church was put up on the plot 
beside the school and the ‘St Michael’s Mission’ continued to thrive and grow as 
it evolved into a more permanent and settled Christian community.  This 
eventually led to the opening of the current beautiful church building in 1893 
and the establishment of St Michael’s as its own parish in 1919.  Today, St 
Michael’s is part of the Barnes Team Ministry, working closely with St Mary’s 
and Holy Trinity as the Church of England in this place.  

We are celebrating this significant anniversary in a varied series of events from 
September into November, and you can find details of everything taking place in 
this leaflet.  Our special anniversary logo is the purple Michaelmas Daisy that 
flowers around this time.  You are very welcome at any or all of the events taking 
place and there is something for everyone with activities for children, older 
residents, splendid services,  music, art, history, celebration and socialising.  As 
we give thanks for all that God has done and is doing in this place, so we also 
look forward to the next 150 years - Laus Deo! 

 Father Stephen, Vicar 



Celebration Services 
MICHAELMAS PATRONAL FESTIVAL: Sunday 24th September  
We begin our 150th celebrations as we keep St Michael’s Day with fun and worship! 
10.00am: Sung Festival Mass 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rt Rev’d Christopher Chessun, Bishop of Southwark 
Followed by sparkling wine and canapes 
6.00pm: Festival Choral Evensong and Benediction  
With the joint choirs of St Michael's and St Mary’s, Barnes 
Preacher: The Vicar 
Followed by a drinks reception 
FOUNDATION SUNDAY: Sunday 5th November 
Our 150th celebrations draw to a close on the Sunday nearest to the date of the first 
service in the original ‘School Church’ 
10.00am: Sung Mass with Procession to the site of the ‘School Church’ 
Preacher: The Very Rev’d Andrew Nunn, Dean of Southwark 
Followed by birthday cake and drinks 

Michaelmas Dinner 
Saturday 30th September, 7.00-11.00pm 

The Roehampton Club, SW15 5LR 
St Michael’s is celebrating its 150th anniversary with a special dinner at this elegant local 
venue.  Ticket price includes three courses, drinks on arrival and some wine for the table 
- and a jazz band!  A great opportunity to get together with friends, family and 
neighbours.  During the evening there will be a raffle and silent auction.  If you have 
ideas for prizes or sponsorship, or can offer a gift or skill please get in touch with the 
Parish Office.  

Tickets £65 per person, tables up to 10.  Available from the Parish Office. 



Art Exhibitions 
CHILDREN’S ART SHOW: ‘Beautiful Barnes and Beyond’ 
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th October 
A free three day exhibition showcasing the artistic talents of children from the 
church’s Sunday School, local schools and nurseries connected with St Michael’s. 
Individual and collaborative artworks with the theme: ‘Beautiful Barnes and Beyond’. 
ST MICHAEL’S ART & PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 
Tuesday 31st October - Saturday 4th November 
Featuring paintings, photography, drawings and crafts by local artists, available 
for sale.  

Exhibition Opening Times 
Tuesday 31st October 

6.30-9.00pm - Opening Night Preview and Drinks Reception 
Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd November 

10.00am-12.00 noon and 1.00-3.00pm 
Saturday 4th November 

10.00am-4.00pm 

                  Harvest Tea 
                   Saturday 7th October, 3.00-5.00pm 

                 In partnership with FiSH 
 

St Michael’s is teaming up with local charity FiSH supporting older residents in 
Barnes.  FiSH is one of the church’s charities of the year, and our Harvest Tea 
brings together people from across the generations.  Older residents and their 
friends, family and neighbours are invited to apply for a free ticket to this 
traditional afternoon tea held in the church as part of our Harvest Festival.  We 
will be joined by a saxophone group from the Barnes Concert Band.  Offers of 
help with baking, sandwich-making and setting up most welcome!  

St Michael’s 1867 
‘Mission to Westfields’ 

Thursday 16th November, 8.00pm at St Mary’s Barnes 
Former Churchwarden of St Michael’s and historian, Dr Rhodri Walters CB, 
gives a talk on the early years of St Michael’s from the founding of the school 
church to the construction of the current building.  

The talk is organised by the Barnes and Mortlake History Society 
 but non History Society Members are most welcome (Entry £2) 



Celebratory Concert 
‘In Tune with Heaven’ 

Sunday 15th October - 7.30pm 
Dr Martin Neary directs the English Chamber Singers and St Michael’s Choir, 
with Dr John West (organ), in a programme that draws on the remarkable 
musical renaissance of the last 150 years.  From the Victorian era (Stainer, Wood 
and Stanford) through the 20th century (Howells and Britten) to the modern day 
(Cecilia McDowell).  
Tickets: £25, £20 and £10 on sale from 4th September from: 
The Parish Office (see contact details and opening times below) and from 
Natson’s Newsagents, 53 Church Road, Barnes SW13 9HH 
Cheques payable to St Michael & All Angels, Barnes 

‘O may we soon again renew that song, 
And keep in tune with Heav’n till God ere long 

To his celestial concert us unite, 
To live with  Him, and sing in endless morn of light.’ 

From Parry’s Anthem ‘Blest Pair of Sirens that concludes the concert programme 
Words by John Milton 

For further information about all the events in this leaflet please contact the Parish Office: 
The Parish Office (In the Vestry at church) 

Postal address: St Michael’s Vicarage 
39 Elm Bank Gardens 
London   SW13 0NX 

020 8876 5230       admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Opening Times: Mon, Wed and Thu: 10.00am-3.00pm 

If you can sponsor, support or help publicise any of these events please do get in touch! 


