ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS

TIME AND TALENTS
Volunteers are at the
heart of our Parish

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER STEPHEN
I never cease to be impressed and amazed by how generously
people already give of their time and talents for the work of
God’s Church in this place. This year’s stewardship promotion is
first and foremost a celebration of your existing giving, of all that
you already make possible through generous service and active
ministry.
POTENTIAL
I am aware however, that there is also untapped potential among
us as a community, which could be released to make our church
an even more dynamic and varied place than it already is. People who are new, who
have not been asked, or are unsure how their skills and time can be used, may all be
looking for an opportunity. In 2 Corinthians, St Paul reminds us that everyone has
something to offer in their own way, and it is with this in mind that I invite you to
consider on the God-given skills, talents and time that you might have to share.
VALUE
This leaflet contains a number of areas of church life that we have identified as needing
assistance, and there is a form on the back where you are invited to respond. However,
there may well be things we haven’t thought of yet, and so there is also space on the
form to offer your own skills and enthusiasms. I realise how pressured many of you are
in your personal lives, but nothing is too small or without value in the sight of God.
THANKSGIVING
Service in whatever form is something to be undertaken willingly and with prayer, never
out of a sense of guilt or obligation. Elsewhere in Corinthians, St Paul describes how
ministry is something that ‘overflows, with many thanksgivings to God’ (2 Cor. 9.12).
Giving of ourselves is part of our own spiritual formation, helping us to grow in faith
and closeness to God. It is this that I ask you to pray about, so that you may be filled
with thankfulness to God, and be moved to respond in a way that feels right for you.
My hope is that you may be greatly enriched by anything you are able to offer so that
St Michael’s may continue to grow and flourish, both now and in the future.

VOLUNTEER GROUPS
Sunday Morning Refreshments.
The team set up and make the tea and coffee after the main service on Sunday.
A good church should feel like coming home and I like to think that the hospitality we provide in our coffee
mornings and social events provides everyone with a homely welcome thanks to our talented and generous catering
teams. Fanny Ward

Holy Dusters.
Helping to keep our church clean and beautiful by going on the rota to clean the church on a
Saturday morning.
I help to clean the church because I use the building and feel that I should take part in ensuring that it is looking
its best. It is not stressful work and gives me a quiet time in a holy place and also gives me a chance to get to
know other people in the team. Roger Needham

Servers.
Servers assist in a variety of ways with the liturgy on Sunday mornings and on other occasions on
a rota. No previous experience necessary, and full training will be given. For an informal discussion about suitability please get in touch.
I believe that our worship together is at the heart of all that we do at St Michael’s – and a celebration of it – so
it’s great to be able to share in that activity." Andy Puddifoot

Pianists/Organists.
To play hymns and songs on the piano or organ on an occasional basis for services either on
Sunday (eg Children’s Mass or Evening Prayer) or perhaps during the week for school services.

Flower Fairies.
Would you like to help beautify the church with flowers? If so, please consider becoming one of
our flower arranging team, and going on the rota about once a month or less.

Choir Member.
St Michael’s has an excellent choir that sings at services on Sundays and on other festivals and
Holy Days. It is led by our Director of Music Martin Neary, with rehearsals on Wednesday Evenings. For an audition please contact Martin via the Parish Office.

Hospitality Team.
Join the team of people who enjoy sharing hospitality by providing food such as canapes, cakes,
serving drinks or meals at various parish events a few times over the course of the year.
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…………………………………………………………………………………………

Church Services

Church Maintenance

Serving at the altar

Flower Arranging

Welcoming as a Steward

Cleaning Church

Serving coffee after 10am Mass

Gardening in the churchyard

Music
Singing in the choir
Joining the piano rota
Publicity & Admin

IT support
Hospitality & Events
Wednesday lunches
Member of hospitality team

PR/Promotion

Cooking/baking

Website/database

Organising events

Photography at church events

