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A CENTURY of  TOGETHERNESS 
 

A man called Jacob went to sleep and had a very strange dream about angels. 
When he woke up he said: ‘Surely the Lord is in this place – and I did not know it!’ 
and he erects a stone to mark the spot. A lot has been made of  this story 
from Genesis about the importance of  place as sacred space. In the Church 
of  England the sacredness of  the world we live in is expressed in the parish 

system, whereby every patch of  land and every community is part of  a parish, and at the 
heart of  every parish is a church, inside of  which is an altar that symbolises the presence of  
God with his people. Even if  you don’t worship at Saint Michael’s, and even if  you aren’t a 
Christian, this is still, in a real sense, your parish church and you have a legal right to be 
baptised, married and buried from here, if  you wish to. Some might call this anachronistic, 
but I also think this inclusivity is very precious in a fragmented world where many people 
struggle to find belonging. 

Jacob had a vision of  angels, and this year marks 100 years since St Michael & All Angels 
was given its own parish. You might remember that in 2017 we celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of  the founding of  the original mission church in 1867, that later became St 
Michael’s, but it wasn’t until 27th June 1919 that St Michael’s came of  age with a parish of  its 
own – albeit a very small one! Today, we are part of  the Barnes Team Ministry (along with 
St Mary’s and Holy Trinity), but retain our distinctive identity and boundaries as part of  that 
team. The word parish means ‘to dwell beside/with’ and expresses that sense of  a 
community living faithfully together. It is this parish system that I hope reminds us that St 
Michael’s exists for you, whoever you are, because every place and every person is loved by 
God. I wish you all a blessed Holy Week and a joyful Easter. 

            Father Stephen, Vicar 
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  HOLY WEEK and EASTER at  ST MICHAEL’S 

St Michael’s is looking forward to keeping this most important time of  the Christian year with our usual 

mixture of  music, ceremony, beauty, fun and prayer. Come and join us! 

Sunday 14th April: PALM SUNDAY - 9.45am Palm Procession (from White 

Hart Lane rail crossing) with donkey! Sung Mass with dramatized reading of  the Passion 

from 10am in church. 

Monday-Wednesday of  Holy Week features a special contemplative service each evening at 7.30pm. 

Silent Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament on Monday, Prayer for Healing on Tuesday, and Sung 

Compline (Night Prayer) on Wednesday. Confessions heard before each service or by appointment. 

Thursday 18th April: MAUNDY THURSDAY- 8.00pm Sung Mass of  the 

Last Supper with Washing of  the Feet, Stripping of  the Altars and Watch at the Altar 

of  Repose until Midnight.  

Friday 19th April: GOOD FRIDAY - 9.00am Morning Prayer with Litany and 

Meditations. 10.00am Liturgy of  the Passion with Veneration of  the Cross. 11.30am 

Barnes Walk of  Witness (begins from corner of  Castelnau and Church Road near the Red Lion). 

Holy Saturday 20th April: 9.00am Morning Prayer and Litany. 

Sunday 21st April: EASTER DAY - 5.45am Dawn Liturgy and First Mass of  

Easter followed by a full cooked breakfast with sparkling wine! 10.00am Sung Parish Mass for 

all the family with blessing and distribution of  Easter Eggs.  

HOLY WEEK and EASTER for CHILDREN 
Children are welcome to EVERY service at Saint Michael’s. However, some services are specially 
designed for children during this season. 

PALM SUNDAY: Join the 9.45am procession complete with donkey from White Hart 
Lane, or come directly to the Vicarage Garden (end of  Elm Bank Gardens) at 10am for a 
special Children’s Service (in Church Hall if  wet). Donkey rides follow in the Vicarage 
garden until Noon. 

GOOD FRIDAY: 3.00pm Interactive Children’s 
Good Friday Service in church followed by Hot 
Cross buns in the Community Centre.  

EASTER DAY: The 10.00am Sung Mass of  
Easter is a joyous and fun service for all the family 
and includes the blessing and distribution of  Easter 
eggs - sometimes with rolling and throwing too! 
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GET READY to WELCOME our NEW TEAM RECTOR 

We are delighted to announce that the Bishop of  Southwark, in 
consultation with the parish representatives and the Patronage 
Board, has appointed the Rev’d James Hutchings to the post 
of  Vicar of  Saint Mary’s Church and Team Rector of  Barnes in 
the Deanery of  Richmond and Barnes, subject to the usual legal 
formalities. Father James is currently the Team Rector of  
Littleham-cum-Exmouth with Lympstone, and Rural Dean of  
Aylesbeare, in the Diocese of  Exeter.  He has previously served 

in other parishes in the same diocese.  He is very much looking 
forward to starting at St Mary’s and to getting to know everyone across the three 
churches that make up the Barnes Team Ministry (Holy Trinity and Saint Michael’s along 
with Saint Mary’s). James is married to Alice and they have 3 children: Ben (24), Ollie 
(22) and Sarah (19), plus Jessie the dog (15)! It is anticipated that James and Alice and the 
family will move to Barnes in early July and that he will be instituted at St Mary’s by the 
Bishop of  Kingston towards on Monday 22nd July at 7.30pm. Please put the date in your 
diary and pray for Fr James and his family as they prepare to move to Barnes - we look 
forward to welcoming them! 

A NEW CHURCH HALL for BARNES  

Last year we held an open evening that showcased some possible styles, ideas and firms that 

could undertake to provide a brand new Hall for Barnes. Since then we’ve been thinking 

about rationale, finances, management and much more, taking into account the feedback 

you’ve given us. Using best-practice guidelines from the Diocese of  Southwark, we’ve put 

together what’s known as the ‘Business Case’ that brings together the history and rationale 

of  the project, as well a strategy for taking it forward. It seeks to bring together in one, 

handy document, lots of  information about the project, and will be added to over time as 

we take things forward. You can find the Business Case, as well as a feedback form and a 

flow chart for the process on the St Michael’s website, along with lots of  other information. 

Hard copies of  all the information is available from the project table in church.  

 The next step is to receive initial designs and schemes from firms who can provide 

the sort of  project we’re looking for, taking into account your stated needs and the require-

ments of  the brief. Once we’ve got some designs, we’re looking forward to analysing these 

and sharing them with you for your views, hopefully later this year, in another open evening. 

In the meantime, if  you’d like to be added to the project email list please email 

churchhall@stmichaelbarnes.org. In the near future we’ll be looking for help in a range of  practi-

cal areas to make this project happen - and provide a wonderful new Church Hall for our 

parish that will last for generations to come. 

This is an edited version of  Church Hall Newsletter No.3, copies of  which can be found in church, and 

on the website. 
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Who’s Who at St Michael’s 
Vicar: Father Stephen Stavrou vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org 

Assistant Priest: Mother Judith Roberts revjr@blueyonder.co.uk 

Churchwardens: Jane Bennett-Powell and 020 8563 2226, 0788 7635 957     

Andrew Childs andrew@childsfamily.org 

Treasurer: Jacqueline Russell Contact via Parish Office 

Stewardship Officer: Sue Pandit sue.pandit@blueyonder.co.uk 

Parish Administrator: Rachel Skilbeck admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 

Community Centre and Church Hall Bookings: 020 8878 9591 

Julie Law enquiries@stmichaelbarnes.org 

Director of  Music: Martin Neary martin@mneary.co.uk  

Sunday School Co-ordinators: Harry Hobson harry.hobson@gmail.com  

and Hannah Childs hannah@childsfamily.org 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Lucy Barnes lucybarnes1@mac.com 

Sacristans: Roger Needham, Sam Turner  Contact via Parish Office 

Head Server: Andy Puddifoot adpuddy@yahoo.co.uk 

Rota Coordinator: Lizzie Hackett-Brown lizziehbrown@gmail.com 

The Parish Office 

c/o St Michael’s Vicarage, 39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 0NX 

020 8876 5230 (Office) 020 8878 7589 (Vicarage)      admin@stmmichaelbarnes.org 

 

Regular Services at St Michael’s 

Sunday 8.00am Low Mass 
 9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Sung Mass (Sunday School in term time) 
 11.30am Children’s Mass (except last Sunday of  the month) 
 6.00pm Evensong (Book of  Common Prayer) 

Wednesday 12.00pm Angelus and Mass (followed by lunch) 

Saturday 9.30am Mass 

Morning Prayer every day at 9am (except Friday) 

For enquiries about Baptism, Marriage, Confession, Funerals &c. please contact the Parish Office. 
The church is normally open every day from 8.45am until around dusk. 

 

/saintmichaelbarnes 

 

 

@stmichaelbarnes 


