Children and Young People
at Saint Michael’s 2020
Information, events and services for all the family

Welcome from the Vicar, Father Stephen Stavrou
'Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me.'
(Luke 9.48)
Jesus put a high priority on welcoming children, and so do we.
Some services are particularly focused around the needs of
families, but children are welcome at all times and to all services
at St Michael's. At St Michael’s we have a wide range of
worship, activities and groups throughout the week, month and year specially
catering for the needs of children, families and young people. In this leaflet you
will find more information about how children can take a full part in the life of
St Michael's and help them grow in the Christian faith.
It is important to us that parents never feel embarrassed or self-conscious, but
relaxed and confident when bringing children to church and caring for their
needs. If your child feels restless during worship, feel free to move about or to
nurse them. You are always welcome to go through to the Community Centre
adjacent to the church where you can find bathrooms and baby-changing
facilities, and there is a quiet play area with soft toys at the back of the church
near the Font. I am always keen to hear from parents about how we can improve
what we offer - and if you are able to volunteer to help with anything do let us
know!

Sundays at St Michael’s

There’s something for all ages every Sunday
Family Mass

Usually the fourth Sunday in the month.

The All-Age Family Mass at 10am is a little shorter than our usual service and includes
fuller involvement of children, who do the readings, prayers and assist as servers. There
is an interactive child-friendly address. Please see dates of Family Masses in the calendar
in this leaflet.

Children's Mass

Every Sunday, 11.30am (except last Sunday of each month).
This short, 30 minutes service is a fun and informal service, specially designed around
the needs of toddlers and primary school-aged children. The children take part
throughout the service in various ways and the order of service is cartoon illustrated to
help them follow what's going on.

Sunday School

Every Sunday in term time.

The Sunday School takes place during the 10am Sung Mass. The children begin in
church and then process into the Community Centre next door near. There they will
find readings, prayers and activities suitable for the spiritual life of children aged 5-12,
with older children often helping out. The children re-join the main congregation in time
for a blessing at communion.
“Having children of my own I know how important it is that children can grow in their own faith in a
way that is right for them.” Harry Hobson, Sunday School leader.

Older Children and Teenagers

Junior Servers

We have recently started a group for older
children (age 11+) which meets once or
twice in the evening each term for food
and fun, including a time of prayer and
reflection. Our first meeting in 2020 will
be on Shrove Tuesday (25th February) for
a pancake party! Trips out are also
planned for later in the year.

On Sundays children are invited to take part
in worship by helping as servers. Older children process with candles as acolytes, and
younger children carry the incense for use in
the service. It is often a good way of keeping
children engaged. If you think your child
might like to do this then please speak to the
Vicar.

Baptism

Confirmation

We hold a lot of Baptisms (Christenings) at
St Michael's. These take place during the
Sung Mass at 10am or at 12.30pm on
Sundays. Children can be baptised at any
age, and those aged 10/11 upwards will
also be prepared for Confirmation.
Everyone who lives in the parish of St
Michael's or who is a regular worshipper
with us, is entitled to have their child's
Baptism here. If you haven't worshipped at
St Michael's before, we invite you to spend
a few weeks worshipping with us before
booking a date. To enquire about Baptism
please contact the Parish Office. The Vicar
or another member of the congregation
will visit you to talk through the service
and any questions you might have. Do
contact the Parish Office about dates well
in advance to avoid disappointment.
Please note that Baptisms do not usually
take place in Advent or Lent.

At Confirmation your child has the
opportunity to affirm their Christian faith
for themselves and receive Holy
Communion for the first time. At St
Michael's children are confirmed from age
11/school year 6 upwards, and we invite
parents to bring their children forward for
Confirmation by speaking to one of the
clergy. Children are prepared through a
series of sessions taking place for an hour
on Sunday afternoons (along with a few
Saturday afternoon events and outings).
This helps them to explore the Christian
faith in a way that equips them for their
increasing maturity. In 2020 the course
begins in late January for a Confirmation
service in on 21st June at 6.00pm, when
the Bishop will come to St Michael’s.
Parents can be Confirmed at the same
time as their children and are prepared
separately.

Safeguarding Officer
Our Safeguarding Officer is Camilla Harries. Camilla's role is to
make sure that St Michael's adheres to the highest standards of child
protection and safety at all times. Please do not hesitate to get in touch
with her on any matter relating to the wellbeing and protection of
children at church. All volunteers with children are required to
undertake the required checks and receive DBS (Disclosure and
Barring Service) clearance.
‘At St Michael’s our aim is to ensure the safety, security and happiness of your child so they are free to
thrive; we place this responsibility above all else’ - Camilla Harries
Camilla's contact details are: (0)7980 257328 or camilla.harries@mmc.com

FEBRUARY
Sunday 2nd February: 10am Family
Mass for Candlemas with procession and
Christingles.
MARCH
Sunday 22nd March: 10am Family
Mass for Mothering Sunday with
distribution of flowers
APRIL
Sunday 5th April: 9.45am Palm
Sunday procession with donkey, followed
by Children's Service in the Vicarage Garden
- followed by donkey rides.
Friday 10th April: 3.00pm Good
Friday Children's Service followed by
Hot Cross buns.
Sunday 12th April: Easter Day
10am Sung Mass with distribution of
Easter eggs
Sunday 26th April: 10am Family Mass
for Eastertide
MAY
Sunday 17th May: 11.30am Family
Mass followed by Baptism Families’ Party in
the Vicarage Garden.
JUNE
Sunday 7th June: 11.30am Pet Service
in the Vicarage Garden (Church Hall if wet).
Saturday 20th June: Midsummer Fete
JULY
Sunday 26th July: 10am Family Mass
followed by BBQ in the Cloisters.

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 27th September: 10am
Michaelmas Patronal Festival children come dressed as an angel for St
Michael's Day .
OCTOBER
Sunday 4th October: 10am Family
Mass for Harvest - please bring food items
to be offered in the service.
NOVEMBER
Sunday 1st November: 10am Family
Mass for All Saints.
6pm All Saints Bonfire Party in the
Vicarage Garden.
Sunday 22nd November: 10am Family
Mass for Christ the King.
DECEMBER
Thursday 10th December: 7pm
Community Carols in the Cloister
around the Christmas Tree with
Barnes Primary School and Barnes Concert
Band. Mince Pies and Squash for children.
Thursday 24th December: 4pm
Nativity Service - children come dressed as
an angel, shepherd or a wise man.
Friday 25th December: 10am Family
Mass of Christmas Day - children bring
a present they have received to be blessed at the
Crib.

The Parish Office
(located in the Vestry at church)
39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 0NX
020 8876 5230 admin@stmmichaelbarnes.org

