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WELCOME TO THE FAMILY MASS 
 

‘Whoever welcomes a child in my name, welcomes me.’ 
Mark 9.37 

 

Welcome to our worship from St Michael & All Angels, Barnes on 
this Mothering Sunday. Mothering Sunday is a day when we give 
thanks for the gift of love and nurture as revealed by Our Lady 
Mary, by Mother Church, and by our own parents and those who 
care for us physically, spiritually and in every other way. The original 
name for this fourth Sunday of Lent is Laetare Sunday (Laetare 
meaning ‘rejoice’ in Latin) and flowers are given out as a sign that 
Lent is the springtime of our faith and that Easter is not far away. 
 

Although we are unable to meet together in person, we celebrate 
this Mass together by joining in wherever you are. I encourage you, 
in your home and with anyone around you, to stand, sit, kneel, 
respond and sing just as you would do in church – for you are not 
just watching this service, but sharing in it.  
 

 
 
The images in our order of service are by the Rev’d Sarah Lenton. 
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Please stand when the bell rings and the Procession enters. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                 
 

Sing we of the blessed Mother 
who received the angels word, 
And obedient to his summons 
bore in love the infant Lord; 
Sing we of the Joys of Mary 

at whose breast that child was fed 
Who is Son of God eternal 
and the everlasting Bread. 

 
Sing we, too, of Mary's sorrows, 

of the sword that pierced her through, 
When beneath the Cross of Jesus 
she his weight of suffering knew, 
Looked upon her Son and Saviour 

reigning from the awful tree, 
Saw the price of man's redemption 

paid to set the sinner free. 
 

Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 
When on earth her word was done, 

And the Lord of all creation 
Brought her to his heavenly home: 

Virgin Mother, Mary blessed, 
Raised on high and crowned with grace, 

May your Son, the world's redeemer, 
Grant us all to see his face. 
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 In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
 

The Priest welcomes the congregation and introduces the Mass. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

My friends, we meet again as God’s family. As we begin this 
Mass, let us tell God we are sorry for all the things we have 
done wrong, and ask him to forgive us. 
 

Kneel 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour in thought and 
word and deed, through negligence, 
through weakness, through our own 
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry, 
and repent of all our sins; for the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may serve you in 
newness of life, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 



 5

May almighty God  forgive you all your sins and bring you 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE COLLECT 

 
Let us pray. 
 
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of 
Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the 
Cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen 
us in our daily living, that in joy and sorrow, we may know 
the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen 

 
Sit 
 
FIRST READING  2 Corinthians 1.3-7 
 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to the 
Corinthians. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who 
consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
console those who are in any affliction with the consolation 
with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our 
consolation is abundant through Christ. If we are being 
afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are 
being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you 
experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings 
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that we are also suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for 
we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you 
share in our consolation.  

At the end of the reading: 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

GRADUAL HYMN  
Jesus, good above all other, 

Gentle child of gentle mother, 
In a stable born our brother, 
Give us grace to persevere. 

 

Jesus, cradled in a manger, 
For us facing every danger, 

Living as a homeless stranger, 
Make we Thee our King most dear. 

 

Jesus, who our sorrows bearest, 
All our thoughts and hopes Thou sharest, 

Thou to man the truth declarest; 
Help us all Thy truth to hear. 

 

Lord, in all our doings guide us; 
Pride and hate shall ne’er divide us; 

We’ll go on with Thee beside us, 
And with joy we’ll persevere! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 19.25b-27 
Turn to face the Gospel as the procession moves to the Nave. 

 

Glory and praise to you O Christ. 
Rejoice! Highly Favoured, the Lord is with you.  
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Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb Jesus.  
Glory and praise to you O Christ. 

 

The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to John. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of 
Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 
‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here 
is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her 
into his own home. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

 
HOMILY Father Stephen, Vicar 
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Stand 
 
THE CREED 
 

Let us profess together the faith of the Church.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?  
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again,  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
† and the life everlas ng. Amen.  

 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

The Priest introduces the prayers and the congregation kneels. 
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Response after each prayer: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

 

After the prayer for the Departed: 
 

 Rest eternal grant unto them O 
Lord 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

At the end of the Prayers: 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Stand 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, 'As 
a mother comforts her child, so I will 
comfort you.' The Peace of the Lord be 
always with you. 

 And also with you. 
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN   
 
During the Offertory hymn, the gifts of 
Bread and Wine are brought to the 
Altar, and the gifts, altar and people 
are censed.  
 

At this time we encourage you to make 
an offering via text. To make a 
donation please text number 70470 
and type in SAINTMICHAEL followed by 
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the amount you wish to give (up to £20 each time). E.g. 
SAINTMICHAEL £10. You will receive a confirmation text. 
Regular worshippers are encouraged to set up a Standing Order. 
Please give generously to the ministry of Saint Michael’s. 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like you his praise should sing? 

Praise him! Praise him! 
praise the everlasting King. 

 
Praise him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 
praise him, still the same as ever, 
slow to blame and swift to bless; 

Praise him! Praise him! 
glorious in his faithfulness. 

 
Father-like, he tends and spares us, 

Well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes: 
Praise him! Praise him! 

widely as his mercy flows. 
 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before him, 
praise him all in time and space. 

Praise him! Praise him! 
praise with us the God of grace. 
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Remain standing 
 
Pray my brothers and sisters, that this our sacrifice, may 
be acceptable to God the Almighty Father. 

 May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, for our good, 
and for the good of all his church. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
The Priest prays the Preface, ending with: 
 

… Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim 
your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and 
singing: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.   

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We kneel as we come to the holiest part of the Mass in which the 
bread and wine are blessed and consecrated as the Body and Blood 
of Christ.  
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The Eucharistic Prayer continues until 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died! 

Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues to the Doxology: 
 

… by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty 
Father, for ever and ever. Amen! 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
We break this bread, to share in the body of Christ. 
Through we are many, we are one body, because we 
all share in one bread. 
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AGNUS DEI 
 
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 

 

 Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, 
and I shall be healed. 

 
Although it is not possible to share the Sacrament together at this 
time, by taking part in this service you may receive a Spiritual 
Communion. In addition, the Sacrament will also be on the Altar in 
church all Sunday for adoration and praise. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN    
Remain kneeling or seated. 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at 
the breast you feed us in this sacrament with 
the food and drink of eternal life: help us who 
have tasted your goodness to grow in grace 
within the household of faith; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Sit for the NOTICES after which we stand for the HYMN 
 

For Mary, Mother of our Lord,  
God's holy Name be praised,  

Who first the Son of God adored  
As on her Child she gazed.  

 

The angel Gabriel brought the word 
She should Christ's mother be; 

Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord, 
Made answer willingly. 

 

The heav'nly call she thus obeyed, 
And so God's will was done; 

The second Eve love's answer made 
Which our redemption won. 

 

Dear Mary, from your lowliness  
And home in Galilee  

There comes a joy and holiness  
To every family.  

 

Hail, Mary; you are full of grace,  
Above all women blest;  

And blest your Son, Whom your embrace  
In birth and death confessed. 
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
almighty  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you always. Amen. 

  

The Mass is ended, go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 


