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The Easter Season 
 
‘You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, here is the place where they laid him.’ (Mark 
16.6) 
 

Eastertide is a season of joy, when we as Christians continue to 
celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. 
The Scriptures tell us that Jesus continued to appear to his 
disciples for forty days, until his Ascension, and during this time 
he taught them many things and promised to send the Holy Spirit. 
Consequently, throughout this time, the Paschal Candle stands 
before us in worship to remind us of the presence of the Risen 
Christ among his disciples then and now.  
 

The tenor of worship in this season is joyful as we once again sing 
the Gloria in excelsis, gold or white vestments are worn and 
frequently we exclaim ‘Alleluia!’ which means ‘Praise God’ in 
Hebrew. 
 

The season of Easter continues until the Ascension, when we 
remember the Risen Christ’s return to the Father in Heaven. 
Before doing so, Christ reminds his followers to go and spread 
the Good News and to baptise and nurture new disciples 
(Matthew 28). The nine days that follow are special days of prayer, 
culminating in the feast of Pentecost or Whit Sunday, when we 
give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit which empowers our 
Christian lives and the mission of the whole Church. May you 
know Christ’s peace and joy in this season. Alleluia! 
 

A prayer to say before the service: 
 

O God, who by the Resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ, hast 
brought joy to the whole world; grant that, aided by the prayers of 

his mother the Virgin Mary, we too may obtain the joys of 
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Please stand when the bell rings. 
 

OPENING HYMN NEH 263 
 

All creatures of our God and King,  
Lift up your voice and with us sing  

Alleluya, alleluya!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,  

 
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong,  
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,  

O praise him, alleluya!  
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,  
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,  

 

Dear Mother earth, who day by day 
Unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise him, Alleluya! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

Let them his glory also show, 
 

Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, Alleluya! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, three in one: 
 
GREETING 

 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
 
Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The Celebrant introduces the Mass. 
 
RITE OF PENITENCE 
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Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us 
therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil, and 
confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

 
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we have sinned 
against you, and against our neighbour, in thought and 
word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and 
repent of all our sins; for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past, and grant that 
we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your 
name. Amen. 

 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy 
upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory.  

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 
of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on 
us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 
 
Let us pray 
 

The Celebrant sings the Collect. 
 

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, 
that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual 
presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST READING  Acts 17.22-31 
Read by Jacqueline Russell 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, 
I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I 
went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To 
an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, 
this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, so that they would search for God 
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is 
not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and 
have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.” 
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Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 
and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 66.7-end 
 

7 O praise our God, ye people : and make the voice of his praise 
to be heard; 
8 Who holdeth our soul in life :  and suffereth not our feet to 
slip. 
9 For thou, O God, hast proved us :  thou also hast tried us, like 
as silver is tried. 
10 Thou broughtest us into the snare : and laidest trouble upon 
our loins. 
11 Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads : we went 
through fire and water, and thou broughtest us out into a 
wealthy place. 
12 I will go into thine house with burnt-offerings : and will pay 
thee my vows, which I promised with my lips, and spake with 
my mouth, when I was in trouble. 
13 I will offer unto thee fat burnt-sacrifices, with the incense of 
rams : I will offer bullocks and goats. 
14 O come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear God : and I will 
tell you what he hath done for my soul. 
15 I called unto him with my mouth : and gave him praises with 
my tongue. 
16 If I incline unto wickedness with mine heart : the Lord will 
not hear me. 
17 But God hath heard me : and considered the voice of my 
prayer. 
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18 Praised be God who hath not cast out my prayer : nor turned 
his mercy from me. 

 
SECOND READING 1 Peter 3.13-end 
Read by Jamie Adams 
 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter. 
 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are 
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 
make your defence to anyone who demands from you an 
account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former 
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, which 
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 14.15-21 
Stand as the Alleluia begins. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Jesus said I am the resurrection and the life; those who believe 
in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 
believes in me will never die.’ 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be 
with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.’ 

  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 
SERMON Father Stephen, Vicar 

 
A short silence follows the Sermon. 
 
Stand 
 
THE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  
 
We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS Harry Hobson 
The Celebrant introduces the prayers and the congregation kneels. 
 
After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

 
At the prayer for the departed: 

 Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

At the end of the prayers: 
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Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Stand 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said 
‘Peace be with you’. Then were they glad when they saw the 
Lord.  

 

The Peace of the Risen Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

At home, you may wish to share the Peace with members of your household.  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  NEH 461 
 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea. 

There's a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 

Are more felt than up in heaven; 
There is no place where earth's failings 

Have such kindly judgment given. 
 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measure of man’s mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

 
But we make his love too narrow 

By false limits of our own; 
And we magnify his strictness 
With a zeal he will not own. 

 
Three is plentiful redemption 

In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 
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In the sorrows of the Head. 
 

There is grace enough for thousands 
Of new worlds as great as this; 

There is room for fresh creations 
In that upper home of bliss. 

 
If our love were but more simple, 
We should take him at his word; 

And our lives would be all gladness 
In the joy of Christ our Lord. 

 
During this time if you normally make your offering via the collection plate, 
please do consider joining Planned Giving. You can find the Standing Order 
form on the giving section of the website. Alternatively, you can donate by text; 
simply text SAINT MICHAEL to 70470 followed by the amount you 
wish to give (e.g. SAINT MICHAEL£10) up the value of £20 – 
although you can donate more by texting again. We realise this is a difficult 
time for everyone financially but if you are able to, please give generously to the 
ministry of the Church.  
 
Remain standing. 
 

 
 
 
Pray my brothers and sisters, that this our sacrifice, may 
be acceptable to God the Almighty Father. 

 May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, for our good, 
and for the good of all his Church. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant prays the Proper Preface of the season, concluding with: 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim 
your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing: 

 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest! 
 
We kneel as we come to the holiest part of the Mass in which the bread and wine are 
blessed and consecrated as the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues until 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died! 

Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues to the Doxology: 
 

… by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for 
ever and ever. Amen! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we are bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
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for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all 
share in one bread. 

 

AGNUS DEI 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 

 

 Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Priest receives the Sacrament on behalf of the people. During this time you are 
invited to keep a few moments of silence and make an act of spiritual communion 
with these words.  
 
May the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my 
body and soul unto everlasting life. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION ANTHEM             ‘Lead me, Lord’, S. S. Wesley            
Sung by the Choir 
 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness; 
make thy way plain before my face. 

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, 
that makest me dwell in safety. 

    
 
COMMUNION HYMN NEH 119  
 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
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Now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung. 

Alleluya! 
 

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 

Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. 
Alleluya! 

 
On the third morn he rose again 

Glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain. 

Alleluya! 
 

He brake the age-bound chains of hell; 
The bars from heaven’s high portals fell; 

Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 
Alleluya! 

 
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 

From death’s dread sting thy servants free, 
That we may live, and sing to thee. 

Alleluya! 
 
Remain kneeling or seated. 
 
A short period of silence is kept after Communion. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant prays the Post-Communion prayer. 
 
God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Sit for the NOTICES 
 
Stand to sing the final HYMN NEH 256 
  

On this day the first of days, 
God the Father’s name we praise, 
Who creation’s Lord and spring, 

Did the world from darkness bring. 
 

On this day his only Son 
Over death the triumph won; 
On this day the Spirit came 

With his gifts of living flame. 
 

On this day his people raise 
One pure sacrifice of praise, 

And, with all the saints above, 
Tell of Christ’s redeeming love. 

 
Praise, O God, to thee be given, 

Praise on earth and praise in heaven, 
Praise to thy eternal Son, 

Who this day our victory won. 
 

BLESSING AND EASTER DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 
The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
well pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you now and always. Amen. 

 
Go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
When the Choir are present the Dismissal may be sung. 
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VOLUNTARY   
Trio Sonata No.1 in Eb Major: III. Allegro       J.S Bach. 
 

 

PRAYERS 
Please remember in your prayers: To pray for God’s blessing on our 
parish, and for crops growing in the fields and those who tend them. 
Sick: Lorraine Thys, Frances Harman, Rosalyn Fletcher, Oscar 
Townsend, Geoff Parkinson 
Recently Departed: Ken Woollam, David Robertson, Harriet 
Macknay 
Anniversary of death: Gina Stannard, Joan Salmon, Emily Frisby-
Butler 

THIS WEEK’S SERVICES AND EVENTS 

Sunday 17th May 8.00am Low Mass (BCP) 
 10am Sung Mass 
 11.30am Virtual Coffee 
 4.00pm Junior Confirmation (online) 
Monday 18th May 9.00am Morning Prayer 
Tuesday 19th May 9.00am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 20th May 9.00am Morning Prayer 
 12.00 noon Mass 
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Thursday 21st May 9.00am Morning Prayer     
THE ASCENSION 8.00pm  Sung Mass 
Saturday 23rd May 9.00am Morning Prayer  
 9.30am Mass 

 
NOTICES 

ONLINE SERVICES 
 

Midweek Masses: Wednesday and Saturday Mass are broadcast live at 
the usual times, but also recorded for later viewing. Check the website 
for how to join in. 
Morning Prayer: This place via ‘Zoom’ at 9am. The links for this can 
be found in the Parish News email, or email the Vicar or Parish Office 
for the link. 
Sunday Worship: From this Sunday we have restored the 8am Book 
of Common Prayer Mass which is broadcast live at that time. The main 
Sung Mass appears on the website at the usual time of 10am. 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE after Mass today, 11.30am for half an hour. 
Join us on Zoom to raise a mug with one another and keep in touch. 
This week we will be hearing from Sister Jennifer at St Mary’s 
Convent and Nursing Home in Chiswick. Nursing Homes have 
been much in the news recently and Sister Jennifer has kindly agreed to 
talk about how the pandemic has affected the physical and spiritual 
lives of people in care homes. Details of how to join the Zoom call can 
be found in the Parish News email. 

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY LOWELL! Lowell Herbert is a mainstay 
of the choir having joined in the mid-nineties, not only as a pitch-
perfect alto, but also an invaluable support for Martin in keeping the 
many files containing our music ready for use and sorted efficiently. She 
also teaches music at St Michael’s Montessori nursery school and is a 
super person. We wish Lowell all the best!   
 

ROGATION SUNDAY 
Today is Rogation Sunday, traditionally the day when the crops growing 
were blessed and when church congregations go on procession around 
the parish boundaries. This afternoon, Fr Stephen will walk the parish 
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boundary to pray for the different parts of our parish and ask for God’s 
blessing upon at this time. You may see small labels with prayers and 
scripture verses left in various places as a sign of this.  

ASCENSION DAY Thursday 21st May – Sung Mass 8pm 
The feast of the Ascension begins to draw the Easter season to a close 
as the Risen Lord returns to heaven and we prepare to receive the gift 
of the promised Holy Spirit afresh at Pentecost.  

• It is our Christian duty to try to mark Ascension Day, even 
at this strange time. There are two services you can take part in 
– Morning Prayer at 9am and a Sung Mass at 8pm. 

• Between Ascension and Prayer the Church keeps a 
Novena of Prayer. This is 9 days of special focused prayer 
with a particular intention. This year we will be praying for our 
recovery from the corona virus pandemic and those who are 
sick or have died and medical and care staff.  

• You will receive a pack with prayer resources and 
materials for the Ascension-Pentecost season early next 
week. More information about this soon! 

PARISH OFFICE. During this time of reduced activity, the Parish 
Office will be open for half its usual hours. To ensure consistent cover 
a few hours will be covered each day Monday to Thursday, so please do 
keep using the office email as a contact point. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 2021. This has been rearranged for 
Thursday 8th – Tue 13th April 2021. Please let us know if you are 
intending to come and would like to put your name down, 
provisionally. 
CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS. Although we do not know when 
public worship will begin again, this is still the right time to start 
publicising our 2020/21 Choral Scholarship programme for young 
singers, using the fund given last year to begin the scheme. Please do 
pass on to anyone you think might be interested.  Further details can be 
found at: http://www.stmichaelbarnes.org/music/choral-scholarships/  
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SAVE THE DATE - BINGO NIGHT IN ON THURSDAY 
28TH MAY, 6.30pm. Virtual Bingo for all the family via Zoom. To 
reserve a place or for more information please contact the Parish 
Office. Details, bingo cards and a Zoom link will be sent out during the 
week of 25th May. 
 
CALLING ALL COOKS. A few people have suggested putting 
together a Parish Cookbook with your favourite recipes and now seems 
like the right time! Here's what we are looking for: 
• Recipes with a list of ingredients and a short and clear method. 
• A broad spread from savoury to sweet and baking, for adults and 

children. 
• Recipes can be familiar favourites but with your own title (e.g. 

Lizzie's Shepherd's Pie) or a family recipe with a personal twist.  If 
you have a personal story to add to it even better. 

• No food pics (very hard to look good!) but may ask for a pic of you 
doing food prep to illustrate and bring to life. 

• Up to 3 recipes per person. 
The Parish Office will edit and have it professionally printed. The 
Cookbook will be sold as a unique gift to raise parish funds and will 
retail at something like £15 or £20. In due course we will ask for 
advance orders to ensure an adequate print run. 
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