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Parish News 
The community newsletter of  Saint Michael & All Angels, Barnes 

PANDEMIC REFLECTIONS 
Being changed by crisis 

Recently, I asked a variety of people to share their personal reflections 
on how the pandemic has affected them. What has been most difficult? 
Have there been any positives? How will it change you in the long run? 
The responses have been very diverse but always moving. 
Many have spoken of a profound sense of loss - of structure, of 

purpose, of being able to go places and see loved ones. For some, the isolation has been 
very real indeed, and this has amplified existing pain and anxiety, depression and stress 
that will not go away quickly. Children and young people have shared the difficulty of 
being motivated for study at home, and this struggle has been much echoed by parents!  
However, there have also been unexpected blessings. Many have enjoyed the peace and 
quiet of Barnes; the noise of planes and cars replaced with the beauty of birdsong. Time, 
normally so limited, has become more abundant, providing time for reflection. Most 
have discovered new ways of interacting online, but also offline with neighbours they 
never knew they had. I have heard so many wonderful stories of people supporting each 
other with all the practical necessities of life. 
These are formative experiences that bring about change within us. With more time, 
people tell me they have felt able to pray and give thanks for what they have in life. The 
slower pace has enabled people to appreciate the unfolding of Spring and the fragility of 
our world. The care given and received has strengthened the bonds of love that hold our 
community together, and has brought us all closer. For many, amidst the challenges, 
there has been something special, even holy about this time, and some have said they 
have felt the presence of God when least expected.  
As the lockdown eases, we have what is perhaps a unique opportunity to consider what 
kind of people, community and society we want to become afterwards. We might say 
there won’t be any going back to normal, but there will be a going forward to normal – 
and although many things will be the same, there are some things we can choose to 
make different. I wonder what those things should be? Father Stephen, Vicar  
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KEEP IN TOUCH 
PARISH OFFICE 
The Parish Office is open, on reduced hours, and not accessible in person. However please do 
contact us by email, phone or post using the details below: 
c/o St Michael’s Vicarage, 39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 0NX 
Tel: 020 8876 5230 (Office) Email: admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 
PARISH CLERGY 
The clergy are always happy to be contacted by anyone in any kind of pastoral or spiritual need. 
Father Stephen Stavrou: Vicar: 020 8878 7589 (Vicarage), vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Mother Judith Roberts: Assistant Priest: revjr@blueyonder.co.uk 
Father Martin Calderbank: Curate: curate@stmichaelbarnes.org 
ONLINE WORSHIP 
For full information visit our website: www.stmichaelbarnes.org 
Sunday Services: 
8am Low Mass: broadcast live on You Tube and Facebook and viewable afterwards. 
10am Sung Mass: recorded and broadcast with hymns and choral music from our website. 
Midweek Services: Mass on Wednesday at 12 Noon and Saturday at 9.30am,  
both broadcast live on You Tube and Facebook, and viewable afterwards. 
Morning Prayer: every day (except Friday), 9am on Zoom. Email the Office for joining info. 
To join our email newsletter with information about events and services please contact the Parish Office. 

@stmichaelbarnes 

CHURCH OPENING 
Come and visit us 

Churches are now allowed to open to the public for private prayer and reflection. 
Saint Michael’s will be open from Sunday 14th June and you are welcome to come 
and spend time in the church. Appropriate procedures will be in place for everyone’s 
safety and you can visit on your own or with anyone in your household together. The 
church will be open from 9.30am until nightfall every day, except Friday and brief 
periods when services are being recorded.  
So many people of all backgrounds and beliefs value Saint Michael’s as a calm space in 
which to spend a few moments of quiet, to pray, light a candle, and reflect. The closure 
of the building over the last few months, although necessary, was keenly felt and much 
missed. However, it has been lovely to see how people have used the church courtyard 
and churchyard during this time, with children brightening up the area with painted 
pebbles and chalk pictures! 
As a parish church, Saint Michael’s is here for everyone in the community, and never 
more so than now when many people will want to remember the sick, the lonely, the 
anxious and the departed, as well as to reflect and give thanks. Unfortunately, public 
worship in church cannot take place yet, but all being well is likely to resume from 
Sunday 5th July. In the meantime services continue online and you can find information 
about this below.  May the beautiful and peaceful space of Saint Michael’s, which has 
been a place of prayer since 1893, be a blessing to you and your loved ones. 

/saintmichaelbarnes 


