
 

 

COMFORT & JOY 
As people keep saying, Christmas will be ‘different’ this year. Some  
things we love, such as singing carols in church, will not be possible. 
Getting together with friends, family and neighbours to celebrate will be 
limited. The difference we experience won’t only be about the things we 

miss, but also about the things we value more as a result. Christmas this year may 
even bring us more comfort than usual as it comes when we are feeling weary, fed up 
and need it most. However, even in a pandemic there are some things about 
Christmas that stay the same, for there is nothing that changes the heart of the 
message of peace and goodwill brought by the birth of Christ.  

In this leaflet you will find details of all our Christmas services and events. Within 
the current restrictions, we have tried to keep everything as familiar as possible but, 
inevitably, there will be noticeable differences. Perhaps most obvious is the need to 
reserve your place at all services. I am sorry to have to ask this because worship is 
something to which everyone is welcome as a sign of the love of God. But I ask you 
to do so precisely because I wish to see no-one turned away, and to ensure as many 
as possible can celebrate Christmas at Saint Michael’s. 

Each year we hear the Christmas story again and each year it takes on new 
meaning in the circumstances we find ourselves in. This year, I am struck by the 
words of the Angel who appears to the Shepherds and says ‘Do not be afraid - for 
see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people’. It is in the darkest night 
that the light shines brightest, and this message of hope shines more brightly than 
ever this year as we look forward to better times. 

                                                                                             Father Stephen, Vicar  

Christmas 2020 
Saint Michael & All Angels 



 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES and EVENTS 

CAROL SERVICES Sunday 13th* and 20th December, 6.00pm 
Traditional and atmospheric service of Christmas readings and music by candlelight. 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL  
Tuesday 15th - Saturday 19th December - from 9.30am until 9.00pm 
Come and see our brightly lit and beautifully decorated Christmas Tree sponsored by local 
businesses, organisations and individuals! There will be open-air carol singing on 
Friday 18th around the church at 7.00pm. 

CHRISTMAS EVE Thursday 24th December 
Family Nativity Services  On the hour every hour from Noon to 5.00pm (20 mins) 
An adapted version of our ever-popular Nativity service telling the Christmas story for children in 
an engaging and fun way. Children invited to dress as an Angel, Shepherd or King. 

Midnight Mass 11.00pm* 
Join us for the First Mass of Christmas by candlelight with the Blessing of the Crib. 

CHRISTMAS DAY Friday 25th December 
8.00am Low Mass A short and quiet service using the Book of Common Prayer 
10.00am Sung  Mass A traditional and beautiful High Mass with Choir 
11.30am Family Mass A fun and family-friendly service at which children receive a small gift! 

* Indicates a service that will be livestreamed on Facebook and You Tube - see links on our church 
website for how to access. 

STAYING SAFE AT CHURCH 

Saint Michael’s follows government advice about keeping safe from corona virus and 
minimising risk of transmission very carefully and we ask you to help us with this by 
also following current guidance. We will send you information about this when you 
reserve a place for a service. At the same time, we want to reassure you that it is safe 
to come to church when these measures are followed. (Picture above from Christmas 2019) 



 

 

RESERVE YOUR PLACE AT A SERVICE 

To attend any of our Christmas services and events this year we ask you to email the 
Parish Office on christmas@stmichaelbarnes.org 

Here’s what you need to know: 

• Number of people attending - everyone must be of the same household/ 
bubble to sit together. For services from 23rd December onwards the government allows 
three households to form a single bubble.  

• Your name - we only need the name of the person making the reservation. 
Please reserve only for your own household/bubble and not for others, except in exceptional 
circumstances.  

• Let us know alternatives - if a service is full we will try to suggest another 
service, or we can put you on a waiting list. 

• You will receive a confirmation email from us. You don’t need to bring your 
confirmation email with you as the Stewards will have a reservation name and 
the number of people.  

• We will send you information about current restrictions and safety when we 
send you confirmation. 

If you wish to attend one 
o f  t h e  C A R O L 
SERVICES please 
indicate your preferred 
date (13th or 20th) and 
whether you might be 
able to attend on the 
alternative date instead. 

Contact us to take part 
in the OPEN-AIR 
CAROL SINGING but 
you do not need to reserve 
to come and see the 
Christmas Trees which are 
on view during opening 
hours. 

To come to one of 
t h e  F A M I L Y 
N A T I V I T Y 
SERVICES on 
Christmas Eve 
please indicate your 
preferred time, and 
as many alternative 
times as possible.  

If you want to come 
to MIDNIGHT 
MASS or any of the 
s e r v i c e s  o n 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
let us know your 
preferred service and 
any alternatives you 
can attend, bearing in 
mind the different 
nature of each 
service. 



 

 

WHO’S WHO AT SAINT MICHAEL’S 

Vicar: Father Stephen Stavrou vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Assistant Priest: Mother Judith Roberts revjr@blueyonder.co.uk 
Curate: Father Martin Calderbank curate@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Churchwarden: Andrew Childs andrew@childsfamily.org 
Treasurer: Jacqueline Russell Contact via Parish Office 
Stewardship Officer: Sue Pandit sue.pandit@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Administrators: 020 8876 5230  
Lizzie Hackett-Brown & Rachel Skilbeck admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Community Centre and Church Hall Bookings: 020 8878 9591 
Julie Law enquiries@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Director of Music: Martin Neary martin@mneary.co.uk  
Organ Scholar: Ismail Mardin Contact via Parish Office 
Children’s Ministry Leader: Clover Summers children@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Camilla Harries Camilla.Harries@mmc.com  
Sacristan: Roger Needham Contact via Parish Office 
Head Server: Andy Puddifoot adpuddy@yahoo.co.uk 
Rota Coordinator: Lizzie Hackett-Brown Contact via Parish Office 

The Parish Office 

c/o Saint Michael’s Vicarage, 39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 0NX 

020 8876 5230 (Office) 020 8878 7589 (Vicarage)      admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 

REGULAR SERVICES 

Sunday 8.00am Low Mass 
 9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Sung Mass  
 11.30am Children’s Mass (except last Sunday of the month) 
 6.00pm Evensong 

Wednesday 12.00pm Angelus and Mass (followed by lunch) 

Saturday 9.30am Mass (followed by coffee) 

Morning Prayer every day at 9am (except Friday) 

For enquiries about Baptism, Marriage, Confession, Funerals &c. please contact the Parish 
Office. The church is normally open every day from 8.45am until around dusk. 

/saintmichaelbarnes 

@stmichaelbarnes 


