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WELCOME TO THIS SPECIAL CHORAL EVENSONG 
on the 4th Sunday of Lent, known as Laetare or Mothering Sunday 

 

On this day we give thanks for the Blessed Virgin in her role as Mother of 
Sorrows, standing at the foot of the Cross, in solidarity with those who suffer. At 
the same time we give thanks for Mother Church who guides and protects us on 
the journey of faith, for our own mothers, and all who care for us with love – 
especially when that love entails pain and sorrow. The introit Mother of God, here I 
stand was written by John Tavener following his own mother’s death, in which he 
pictures himself standing and praying before an icon of Mary. 
 

The image on the front cover reflects these themes and is a mural of Our Lady of 
Sorrows painted by the British iconographer Ian Knowles on the wall that 
separates Israel from the West Bank in the Holy Land, about 200 metres from 
the checkpoint that leads to and from Bethlehem. ‘Our Lady of the Wall’, as she 
is known, clutches her mantle to herself as a sign of pain, but also holds it open 
to shelter others.  
 

Laetare means ‘rejoice’ and the vestments of this day are rose coloured rather than 
sombre purple. This lightening of Lenten solemnity is a sign that despite the 
approaching Passion and Crucifixion, Christians also look beyond it to the joy of 
Easter. So it is appropriate that today also contains a note of celebration as we 
bless our beautiful new choir lights to the glory of God and dedicate them in 
memory of Anthony Gardiner, a long-standing and faithful worshipper at Saint 
Michael’s who served at the Altar, sang in the Choir and shared in our life at Saint 
Michael’s in so many ways, bringing us the delight of his warm friendship and 
vibrant personality. The Anthem King Jesus hath a garden is a play on Anthony’s 
surname, but also an expression of his love of plants and gardening.  
 

The lights have been generously donated by his wife, Jane Gardiner. They were 
produced by Verdome and installed with hand-made bases by Derek Pearce and 
Vikki Heron. Thanks are also due Rhodri Walters and Andrew Childs who 
oversaw the procurement process. Due to current restrictions this service takes 
place online only. Nevertheless, we look forward to many services in church in 
the near future when these lights will beautify and adorn our worship. 
 

Light is an important theme in the Scriptures, and the readings and the final 
hymn have been chosen accordingly. These lights will be a reminder of Christ the 
light of the world to all who worship at Saint Michael’s. It is Christ who is our 
light in the darkness and sorrows of this world, and who leads us to the eternal 
brightness and shining splendour of Heaven.  
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PROCESSIONAL VOLUNTARY 
Mr Theo Saunders, His Trumpet Tune - Antony Baldwin 
 

Stand as the bell rings and the Servers and Clergy enter in procession. 
 

INTROIT  Mother of God, here I stand  
Words: Translated by Mother Thekla 

Music: From Veil of the Temple, John Tavener 
 

Mother of God, here I stand now praying 
Before this Ikon of your radiant brightness, 
Not praying to be saved from the battlefield. 
Not giving thanks, nor seeking forgiveness 
For the sins of my soul, nor for all the souls. 
Numb, joyless and desolate on earth 
But for her alone, whom I wholly give you. 

 
SCRIPTURE SENTENCE Psalm 27.1 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

Beloved, we are come together in the presence of almighty God 
and of the whole company of heaven to offer unto him through 
our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to 
make confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as for 
ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s 
love and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask 
on behalf of all men such things as their well-being doth require. 
Wherefore let us kneel in silence, and remember God’s presence 
with us now. 

 

Kneel 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.  We have followed too 
much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 
offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those 
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things which we ought not to have done; and there is no 
health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess 
their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; according to 
thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of 
thy holy Name. Amen. 

 

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people 
pardon  and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, 
and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Stand 
 

THE PRECES   
 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end.   Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's name be praised. 

 

Sit. The Vicar introduces the service. 
 

PSALM Psalm 27 
 

1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear?   

The Lord is the strength of my life: 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 
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2  When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, 
          came upon me to eat up my flesh:  
          they stumbled and fell. 

 

3  Though an host of men were laid against me, 
Yet shall not my heart be afraid: 

 and though there rose up war against me, 
yet will I put my trust in him. 

 

4  One thing have I asked of the Lord which I will require: 
     even that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the 
Lord and to visit his temple. 

 

5  For in the time of trouble   
            he shall hide me in his tabernacle: 

yea in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me,  
and set me up upon a rock of stone. 

 

6  And now shall he lift up my head: 
above my enemies round about me. 

 

7  Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with great gladness: 

   I will sing and speak praises unto the Lord. 
 

8  Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry unto thee:  
       have mercy upon me and hear me. 

 

9. My heart hath talked of thee, ‘Seek ye my face.’   
 Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

 

10  O hide not thou thy face from me: 
nor cast thy servant away in displeasure. 

 

11  Thou hast been my succour: 
leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

 

12  When my father and my mother forsake me: 
the Lord taketh me up. 

 

13  Teach me thy way, O Lord: 
 and lead me in the right way because of my enemies. 

 

14  Deliver me not over into the will of my adversaries: 
for there are false witnesses risen up against me, 

and such as speak long. 
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15  I should utterly have fainted: 
but that I believe verily to see the goodness of the Lord  

in the land of the living. 
 

16  O tarry thou the Lord’s leisure: 
be strong and he shall comfort thine heart, 
and put thou thy trust in the Lord. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
   and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 
   world without end. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 1.1-19 
Read by: Rhodri Walters. 
 

The first Lesson is taken from the 1st chapter of the book of 
Genesis beginning at the 1st verse.  
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 
 

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.’ So God made the dome 
and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. 
 

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God 
said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 
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fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ 
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the 
seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
 

And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over 
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
 

Here ends the first Lesson. 
 

Stand 
 

MAGNIFICAT 
 

 My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: 
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations. 
 
He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
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and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel  
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without 
end. Amen. 

Sit 
 

SECOND LESSON Revelation 22.1-5 
Read by: Jane Gardiner 

 

The second Lesson is taken from the 22nd chapter of the 
Revelation to Saint John the Divine, beginning at the 1st verse. 
 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through 
the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. But the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 
worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign for ever and ever. 
 

Here ends the second Lesson 
 

Stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

 Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation. 
Which thou hast prepared: 
before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
 

All turn east towards the High Altar 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of Saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

All turn back 
 
THE LESSER LITANY  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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VERSICLES and RESPONSES  
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

COLLECTS 
 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the 
whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of thy presence 
to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works do proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which 
the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 
love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

BLESSING OF THE CHOIR LIGHTS 
The Vicar introduces the Blessing and then says this prayer: 

 
God our Creator, who caused light to shine out of darkness; and 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the light of the world; bless  hallow 
and sanctify these lamps; as a sign of your light in this passing age, 
and the eternal splendour of your glory in the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
The organist plays a fanfare as the lights are sprinkled with Holy Water and 
then lit by members of the Choir. 

 
ANTHEM  King Jesus hath a garden 

Words: Translated by G R Woodward 
Music: Dutch melody harmonised by Charles Wood  

 
King Jesus hath a garden, full of divers flowers, 
Where I go culling posies gay, all times and hours. 
 
There naught is heard but Paradise bird, 
Harp, dulcimer, lute, 
With cymbal, trump and tymbal, 
And the tender, soothing flute. 
 
The Lily, white in blossom there, is Chastity: 
The Violet, with sweet perfume, Humanity. 
 
The bonny Damask-rose is known as Patience: 
The blithe and thrifty Marygold, Obedience. 
 
The Crown Imperial bloometh too in yonder place, 
'Tis Charity, of stock divine, the flower of grace. 
 
Yet, 'mid the brave, the bravest prize of all may claim 
The Star of Bethlem-Jesus-blessed be his Name! 
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Ah! Jesu Lord, my heal and weal, my bliss complete, 
Make thou my heart thy garden-plot, fair, trim and neat. 
 
That I may hear this musick clear: 
Harp, dulcimer, lute, 
With cymbal, trump and tymbal, 
And the tender, soothing flute. 
 

PRAYERS 
Kneel for the prayers which conclude with the Grace. 
 

 The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen. 

 
Stand 
 

CONCLUDING HYMN  Sung by the Choir NEH 466 
 

   Words: John Marriot. 
Music: The tune Moscow was adapted from a melody by Felice Giardini. 

Verse 3 has been arranged by Martin Neary. 
 

Thou whose almighty word 
Chaos and darkness heard, 

And took their flight: 
Hear us, we humbly pray, 

And where the Gospel-day 
Sheds not its glorious ray,  

Let there be light! 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 
Life giving, holy dove, 
Speed forth thy flight! 

Move o’er the water's face 
Bearing the lamp of grace 

And, in earth's darkest place, 
Let there be light! 



 13

Blessed and holy Three, 
Glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might! 
Boundless as ocean's tide, 

Rolling in fullest pride, 
Through the world, far and wide, 

Let there be light! 
 

Remain standing 
 
BLESSING 
 

Christ whose glory fills the skies fill you with radiance and scatter 
the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God 
almighty  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you now and always. Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL VOLUNTARY 
Allegro con Spirito in Bb – Frank Bridge 
 
Remain standing as the Servers, Choir and Clergy depart. 
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