Advent and Christmas
Saint Michael & All Angels, Barnes

REDISCOVER THE JOY
Being with each other this Advent and Christmas
Christmas is nearly here! As December begins a great sense of excitement and anticipation
also arrives. Just as children joyfully count down the days to the day when they can open
their presents, so we all begin to feel a sense of wonder as we wait expectantly for the great
gift of Christmas - the celebration of the God who wants to be with us.
The unfortunate reality is that for many of us Christmas equals stress. There is so
much to do and so little time to do it. Perhaps we feel resentful about the need to buy a
present for a family member with whom we have quarrelled? Or maybe we dread the endless
shopping and cooking we will have to do for our family? Or perhaps we are so
concerned for those who are homeless that we feel moved to donate to a charity? Whilst
there is nothing wrong with any of these things, all of this doing for ironically may not make
us feel any better because it does not solve the root cause of these problems. The
relationship with the relative is still broken, we still feel that the family does not appreciate
us, and people are still homeless.
An alternative approach is being with, which means spending quality time with
others, whether that is our physical presence or, when that isn’t possible, in other ways such
as via the internet or phone. It is during the season of Advent and Christmas when we can
rediscover the joys that it offers. Buying presents for, cooking for, and offering
charity for are all lovely gestures, but it is by being with that happy human relationships are
built or mended. Even though it is hard to spend quality time with someone who has hurt
us, or to convince our family to share the workload so we can be with each other a bit more,
or to stop to have a conversation in the street with someone who is homeless, it might just
be the best gift we give to them and give to ourselves.
Presence in time is also God’s great gift to us. If we are honest, most of the time
we pray desperately for God to do things for us – to mend the quarrel, make others less
selfish, solve homelessness – but God shows us a better way. At Christmas, God simply
comes to be with us in the person of Jesus Christ and to walk beside us in all of life's
challenges. So, let us follow that example, and build deeper relationships, by focusing on
being with one another. “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.’” – Matthew 1. 23
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ADVENT at SAINT MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
DANTE 700

‘The love that moves the sun and other stars’
This year marks the 700th anniversary since the death of Dante and this Advent
we are thinking about his famous work The Divine Comedy. This poem in
three parts - Inferno, Purgatorio and Paradiso - is one of the greatest works of
literature inspired by faith.

GUEST PREACHERS
Each Sunday in Advent at 10am we are delighted to welcome a special guest
preacher including: Fr Luigi Gioia, St Paul’s Knightsbridge (28th Nov), Fr Thomas
Sharp (5th Dec), Mother Hayley-Argles Grant, St Leonard’s, Streatham (12th Dec)
and Fr Alan Trigle, St Nicholas, Chiswick (19th Dec).

ADVENT BOOKS
To help us understand and appreciate the Divine Comedy we recommend a
couple of books: Dante: A Very Short Introduction by Peter Hainsworth and
David Robey (RRP £8.99) and Reading Dante: From Here to Eternity by
Prue Shaw (RRP £12.99)

QUIET HOUR
Advent can end up being such a frantic time and we offer a quiet hour of silence
in church on Mondays in December at 8.00pm (6th, 13th, 20th). The Blessed
Sacrament will be on the Altar as a focus for prayer, and you are welcome to
come for as long or as short a time and at any point during the hour as is
convenient for you. Confessions can be heard in church on those evenings from
7.15-7.45pm or by appointment.

ADVENT FOR CHILDREN
During Advent our Children’s Mass at 11.30am is on 5th, 12th and 19th
December. A short service ideal for young children lasting only about half an
hour. There is also our Travelling Nativity set that goes to a different house in
the local area each night during Advent. It’s a great way of teaching the
Christmas story to children in your home. You can sign up to receive the
Nativity set by emailing the Parish Office (admin@stmichalbarnes.org) who will
@stmichaelbarnes
add you to the rota.
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CHRISTMAS at SAINT MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
Thursday 16th December CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 6.00pm-8.30pm
Opening of our Christmas Tree Festival, with stalls, games, raffle, festive
refreshments and Carols in the Cloister (see over) with Barnes Concert Band and the
Choir of Barnes Primary School.
Sunday 19th December
LESSONS AND CAROLS
Traditional candlelight carol service followed by sparkling wine and mince pies.

6.00pm

CHRISTMAS EVE
NATIVITY SERVICES 2.30pm and 4.00pm
Our famous family nativity service with snow machines and light show! Children
invited to dress as angels, shepherds and magi. Please note there are two
services this year. Reserving is strongly encouraged to avoid
disappointment. Email: christmas@stmichaelbarnes.org.
Thanks to Property Partnership who are supporting this service.
MIDNIGHT MASS
11.00pm
Beautiful choral service by candlelight with the Blessing of the Crib.

CHRISTMAS DAY
MASS
8.00am
A quiet, simple service in traditional language.
SUNG PARISH MASS with panto! 10.00am
A joyful celebration for all the family with panto sermon.

Sunday 26th December

PARISH MASS with Carols

Wednesday 6th January
Said Mass with hymns .

EPIPHANY MASS

10.00am
6.00pm
@stmichaelbarnes

Sunday 9th January
EPIPHANY CAROLS
A choral service of seasonal readings, carols, anthems and poetry.
Sunday 30th January
CANDLEMAS FAMILY MASS
Sung Mass starting with a procession and Christingles for the children.

6.00pm
10.00am
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